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Special Letter to Salem Parents 

 

April 10, 2012 

 

 

Dear Salem Parents: 

 

It is with deep regret that I inform you about a significant loss in our school community.  Earlier today, 

one of our students, six-year old first-grader Jeffrey Bourgeois passed away as the result of an accident.  

He was the son of Scott and Corinne Bourgeois and a sibling to Zachary (Grade 2) and Nicole (Grade 5). 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Jeffrey’s family and we share their grief as they mourn the death their 

child and little brother.  

 

The death of a classmate is certain to raise many emotions, concerns, and questions for our entire 

student population, especially those closest to Jeffrey. For this reason, we have convened our School 

Crisis Management Team to assist with planning how the school can best provide grief and loss 

counseling services to our students, staff and parents over the next few critical days.   

 

In an effort to reach out to provide assistance to those who would want to take advantage of counseling 

services, members of the School Crisis Management Team will be available over the next three days 

(Wednesday, Thursday, Friday) during the hours of 3:00 pm – 6:30 pm to meet with students and their 

parents, as well as staff members. In that parents must provide transportation to the school for their 

children, these late afternoon hours should better accommodate working parents.  

 

Additionally, we are planning to provide counseling services for students and staff as they return to 

school next week following the vacation. More information will be shared with parents as we finalize 

the details of the plan.  

 

We are saddened by the loss of Jeffrey in our school community and will make every effort to support 

your children, our staff and our families as we collectively grieve his passing. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

H. Kaye Griffin, Ed.D. 

Interim Superintendent of Schools 

 


