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Vision	Statement	
 

Introduction 
 
For students today, a comprehensive education extends beyond the traditional classroom into the realm of 
cyberspace, a world where information is readily accessible. All students in the Salem School District, as is 
true for their counterparts across the state and the nation, must be able to use information and technology 
effectively to live, learn and work successfully in an increasingly complex and technology-based society in a 
global world. From an educational perspective, students need to achieve high academic standards, improve 
formal and informal learning, increase personal productivity, communicate effectively, enrich their 
understanding of the world-at-large and increase their awareness as future responsible citizens functioning in 
an information-rich society. Technology, and the everyday use of technology-enhanced instructional tools, will 
allow students to learn in ways that are motivating, creative, empowering and fun.  Thus, the Salem School 
District Technology Plan has been developed to support the vision, mission, and strategic directions already in 
place in the district and to continue the progress that has already been made while ensuring that students are 
competitive and technologically literate in 21st century skills and knowledge.  
  

Vision for Educational Technology 
 
Technology transformations in every aspect of our society present educators the challenge of teaching today's 
students technology skills that must be embedded in all curricular areas. Classrooms in the 21st century must 
ensure that technology is an integral part of an adaptable and appropriate learning environment. As a result of 
the efforts of Salem educators, all students will be challenged to use technology and information resources 
responsibly, to think critically and creatively, and to problem solve and communicate effectively. 
 

Mission for Educational Technology  
 
Technology in education is a teaching and learning tool. The Salem School District expects effective, 
knowledgeable, and purposeful use of technology by students, teachers, and administrators to establish 
seamless integration of technology daily throughout all content areas. Our technology plan envisions a 21st 
century teaching and learning environment grounded in the reality of our knowledge-based Digital Age. Used 
as a tool, technology will be an integral part of the way we work, teach, and learn. Students will use 
technology seamlessly, as an integral part of the learning process to enhance their critical thinking, problem 
solving skills, and communication skills. Educators will learn to use technology to create teachable moments, 
not just to provide just-in-time learning interventions. District staff will use technology to facilitate effective 
and efficient organizational operations and decision-making within the district. Interactive communication and 
activities among home, school, and community will increase and improve student learning. 
 
The Salem School District believes that technology education… 
 Engages students in effective learning and raises student achievement;  
 Supports differentiated instruction; 
 Increases student participation and contributions to the learning process;  
 Enhances project-based and inquiry-based learning experiences; 
 Supports broader collaboration opportunities both locally and globally; and  
 Facilitates fluent 21st century communication.  

 
The Salem School District’s core beliefs for educational technology are based on research and classroom 
observations, as well the National Educational Technology Standards. Effective use of instructional strategies 
with technology improves student learning by reaching diverse learning styles, supporting differentiation, and 
requiring project-based and inquiry-based learning. 
 


